[Surgery for synchronous primary lung cancers and intrapulmonary metastases].
Between 1988 and 2000, 1,040 patients with primary lung cancer underwent pulmonary resection at Nagaoka Red Cross Hospital. Thirty-one (2.9%) patients had synchronous primary lung cancer (group A) and 78 patients (7.5%) had intrapulmonary metastases (group B). The 5-year and 10-year survival rate for group A was 64% and 56% respectively and for group B 37% and 32% respectively. The patients in group A showed a better survival rate in the different lobes (80% at 5 years) than in the same lobe (55%), while those in group B gave reverse results (31% and 42%). In group A, the patients had a better survival rate in the different histology (73% at 5 years) than in the same histology (45%). The 5-year survival was 65% for 20 patients with stage I disease, 75% for 4 patients with stage II disease, 43% for 75 patients with stage III and 25% for 10 patients with stage IV. These data suggest that synchronous primary lung cancer had a better prognosis than primary lung cancer with satellite nodules, but the histological discrimination between multiple lung cancers and intrapulmonary metastases was uncertain.